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GITY POLIGE REGORD STATEMENT OF KEY AGGUSED IN NOV 26, 2008, ATTAGKS

EVASIVE TAHAWWUR RANA
PINS 26/11 ON PAKISTAN
AND DOWNPLAYS HIS ROLE

Extradited doctor, a Ganadian citizen of Pakistani origin, spills the beans on
Mumbai’s worst terror incident as Grime Branch gets to grill him in NIA custody

| Faizan Khan
faizan.khan@timesofindia.com

ahawwur Hussain Rana, a key conspira-
tor in the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks,
has made a series of explosive revelations
during his first interrogation by the Mum-
bai police’s Crime Branch, underlining

Pakistan’s deep-rooted involvement in the deadly

assault. In his statement, Rana claimed he was a

trusted asset of the Pakistan Army and was even

sent on a covert mission to Saudi Arabia during

the Iraq invasion of Ku-

wait—underscoring his

strategic importance to

the Pakistani military

establishment.

Rana revealed

that after com-

pleting his MBBS

from the Army

Medical College

in Rawalpindi in

1986, he was

commissioned as

a Captain (Doctor)

: in Quetta.

— -

After a long legal battle, ex-Pakistani military doctor, Tahawwur Rana was extradited on April 10 to be tried in India for his role in CONTINUED
assisting David Headley (right) in the 2008 terror attack, which saw the siege of the Taj Mahal Hotel (top) ON PAGE 6
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A Iiterature festival
without borders

e |

Sajuy K Rﬁy

8 A NJOY I( Roy’s vision for the

Jaipur Literature
Festival has long been exemplary.
Along with festival directors Namita
Gokhale and William Dalrymple, he set
a gold standard for literary festivals
when they launched JLF 19 years
ago — steadily expanding its global
footprint. Following a successful run
in London, JLF is now headed to the
USA this September, with five editions
scheduled across Houston, New York,
Boulder (Colorado), Seattle, and North
Carolina over 20 days. “We will bring
together writers from America, India
and the world to explore ideas of
identity, trade, travel, history, science,
o and technology,” Roy who is festival

R Y director and MD, Teamwork Arts told

" . your diarist. The effort, he says, is “to
D IV l ne deto u l‘l create a better understanding of a

Amitabh Bachchan during a visit to Shri Vitthal Mandir in Sion, on the occasion of Aashadi Ekadashi world in transition”.

Journeying back to half-home
FOR artist, s =&~ | W body of work inspired by folk
RNy’ Boe ” e songs, matrilineal rhythms,
& ICu A and terracotta traditions
of Goalpara, Assam. “To

return to Bombay with this

Four decades of quiet preservation

H ER'TAG activismis exhibition at the Kamalnayan

no mean feat, Bajaj Art Gallery starting August
especially in a country racing 5. “INTACH has been looking
toward modernity. But the at all kinds of heritage, be it
Indian National Trust for Art and cultural, architectural, and even

photographer, and
curator Akshay Mahajan,
Goa has been home for
over eight years. Yet, it is

@ayaonx
Men will get
fired, divorced,

Mumbai — his first muse — work, once the ground | be in debt and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) has educational, and not just in the
that continues to anchor  stood on, now a city | pass the only thing spent the last four decades doing big cities, but at the grassroots
his expansive practice. Next through — is to offer these they’ll say is “I'll just that: quietly, persistently, i level,” says Katyayani Agarwal,
week, Mahajan returns to gathered voices back to the figure it out” and often against the tide. Their  FaeT convenor, INTACH. Expect a

4/ . placethat first taught me
Earth, a new exhibition at ma - how tolisten,” he told your
Jhaveri Contemporary in “ diarist, “They settle for
collaboration with Prabhakar Kamble. a moment in the dust, like something
He will be showcasing a deeply textured half-remembered, half-home.”

LIFE AT LARGE  Phani Tetali

the city with Roots of the ongoing restoration work at the sensorial feast: models you
General Post Office in Fort is one can walk around, infographic
such fine example. Now, as the nonprofit panels, and immersive audio-visual
marks 40 years of advocacy, itisopening  presentations that will breathe life into

its archives to the public in a five-day their most iconic projects.

Agarwal

A jugalbandi awaits in NYC | Tailpiece

S|'|‘AR virtuoso Purbayan Chatterjee | N one of the country’s
has all reasons to be excited. most prominent
Chatterjeeis part of a stellar ensemble business families
that will performing for Nita Mukesh Am- — spanning three
bani Cultural Centre’s first-ever inter- generations — love
national showcase at the Lincoln Center just rewrote the rules.
for the Performing Arts in New York City When a third-generation
later this September. What he’s most heir fell for a woman
looking forward to is sharing the stage outside their tightly
with ‘éuru’ Shankar Mahadevan who's knit community, the
also curating the show. Chatterjee has old guard didn’t take
previously collaborated with the Grammy it lightly. In a swift
. Award-winning singer for the web series move, the elders
. Bandish Bandits 2. “Shankar jiis a very amended the family
i ~.+“ " spontaneous person, and we will play constitution: anyone
ysidseiis  whatever he wants us to,” Chatterjee who marries outside
told your diarist, “But if | am to make any the community without
guesses, the first thing that comes to my explicit approval will be
mind is Garaj Garaj [from Bandish Bandits], cut off from the family
L . : ~ because he gave me the opportunity to estate. Love, among the
WEIERLASIEOTIN | NSUchy Sninent | SCCROS Ei, Purbayan Chatterjee play that song.” He also hinted at a Classi- moneyed, often comes

29" :
to get the best pay package?? with Shankar Mahadevan cal interaction — a jugalbandi perhaps? with a clause.
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‘Women fallmg
behind in diabetes
management’

Homemakers and night-shift workers face
hidden health risks due to unequal care burden

| Swapnil R Mishra
swapnil.mishra@timesofindia.com

new health study has ex-
posed a worrying gender
gap in diabetes management
across suburban Mumbai,
revealing that women - especially
homemakers and shift workers — are
falling behind in physical activity,
sleep hygiene, and self-care, worsen-
ing their long-term prognosis.

Conducted by the Department of
Endocrinology at Bhaktivedanta
Hospital and published in the Journal
of Family Medicine and Primary Care,
the study assessed 356 patients with
Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus (T2DM)
using the internationally recognised
“S§8" model - Sitting, Stepping,
Sleeping, Strengthening, and
Sweating - developed by the
American Diabetes Association (ADA)
and the European Association for the
Study of Diabetes (EASD).

While overall sedentary behaviour
among patients was a red flag, the
deeper concern lay in the clear gender
divide. Women were signiticantly less
likely to track steps, engage in
strength training, or maintain ade-
quate sleep — key behaviours for gly-
caemic control.

“I thought cooking and cleaning
were enough. Nobody told me I had
to exercise too,” said Meena Joshi
(52), a homemaker living with T2DM
for six years. “I've never owned a
smartwatch or counted steps.”

According to the study, women
made up 52.8 per cent of the partici-
pants. However, their engagement in
diabetes-friendly behaviours was
alarmingly low: 63.3 per cent of
homemakers didn't track their steps,
61.7 per cent (mostly women) did no
strength training, and 41.8 per cent
reported getting less than seven hours
of sleep. Women on the night or rota-
tional shifts fared the worst.

“The burden of care is falling une-
qually on women. They're juggling
household duties, work, and health
and often losing out on all three,”
said Dr Kosha Parikh, the study’s lead
author.

Researchers also found that many
women, particularly homemakers
and retirees, mistakenly believed
domestic work was sufficient physical
activity, unaware that resistance train-
ing and aerobic movement are essen-
tial to managing diabetes.

“We talk about insulin and sugar
checks, but ignore whether the
patient has the time, space, or social
support to walk 7,000 steps a day,”
said Dr Chandani Seth, co-author.

Dr Ameya Joshi, co-investigator,
noted that although the 5§ model
relies on digital self-monitoring tools,
such as fitness trackers and health
apps, usage was far lower among
women, especially those from lower-
income backgrounds. While many
had smartphones, they didn't know
how to download or use health apps.
“There is a deep digital divide that's
hurting women'’s health,” said Dr
Joshi.

Experts warned that the impact of
these disparities is already evident.
Women who did not engage in
strength training had significantly
higher HbA1lc levels (a key marker ot
poor glycaemic control). Moreover,
prolonged sitting — reported by 59.5
per cent of participants was more
common among women and was
associated with increased BMI and
blood sugar levels. Snoring and day-
time drowsiness — red flags for
obstructive sleep apnea and poor
metabolic health were frequently
reported by female shift workers.

“The circadian disruption seen in
working women is deadly in the long
run. It affects hormonal cycles, insu-
lin resistance, and mental health,”
said Dr Apoorva Hajirnis, co-author.
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Gang selling unauthorised
food on trains bhusted

The scam was operated through a network of fake IRGTC IDs and licences

| Aditi Thakur
aditi.thakur@timesofindia.com

ailway Protection Force and
Central Railway vigilance
teams have busted a gang
selling unauthorised food
and water on trains.

The scam, operated through fake
Indian Railways Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) IDs
and licences, was uncovered on
Duronto Express.

The teams, who were on the tail
of these rail rogues for the past two
months, received a tip-otf: A gang
was hawking unapproved food pack-
ets and non-Rail Neer water bottles
on the 12289 Duronto Express, en
route from Mumbai CSMT to
Nagpur. A team of more than 15 offi-
cials, comprising CR vigilance and
RPF personnel, boarded the train.

The operation culminated in a
bust at Kasara Station, where the
Duronto makes a halt. Three accused
were arrested and officials seized 57
packets of biryanis and 15 boxes of
water bottles.

Police confirmed that the trio
had take IDs and licences purport-
edly from IRCTC. They were identi-
fied as: Arbaz Ahmed Khan,
Mukkam Kapoor Singh and Ajay
Ravi Rathod. The police are now
looking for the mastermind.

“We have nabbed three people
from Kasara in a joint operation of
the railway commercial and RPFE”
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“Yes, the incident

used by the three

occurred, and three

people arrested on
Duronto Express

said Senior DSC
Mumbai Division, Rishi
Shukla.

“They have been
charged under Section
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people have been held.
The IDs and licences
are indeed fake.”

In April, the RPF
cracked down on 36

Vad sel UNAuthorised hawkers
e | in the long-distance
express who were sell-

144 (unauthorised

ing food and water in

entry or sale) and 147
(trespass) of the Indian Railway Act,”
he added.

IRCTC GGM Gaurav Jha said:

IRCTC uniforms. The
accused were arrested with a large
water bottles inside authorised Rail
Neer cartons.

Storing expired food items: 5
quick-com licences suspended

Minister confirms 43 vmlatlons in 3 months; govt mulls stricter storage rules

| Faizan Khan
faizan.khan@timesofindia.com

The Food and Drug Administra-

tion (FDA) is auditing ware-

houses of food delivery com-
panies, including Swiggy, Blinkit
and Zomato, following reports of ir-
regularities in the storage and han-
dling of products. The government
confirmed the investigation after
legislators Chitra Wagh, Prasad Lad
and Pravin Darekar raised concerns
in the assembly last week.

The FDA chief told Mumbai
Mirror that five licences have been
suspended so far due to violations of
food satety regulations.

According to Food and Drug
Administration Minister Narhari
Zirwal, inspections carried out by
the FDA revealed that expired, mis-
branded and substandard food items
were being stored in these warehous-
es. Officials noted that, in many
cases, online delivery services alleg-
edly failed to ensure the timely dis-
posal of expired products.

In response to these findings, the
FDA has launched detailed audits of
the implicated warehouses.
Preliminary reports confirm that
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A food item delivered earlier this
year, well past the expiry date

expired products were stored even in
temperature-controlled facilities,
prompting the FDA to initiate legal
proceedings against those responsi-
ble. However, the FDA clarified that,
despite concerns raised by legislators
regarding expired milk packets, no
evidence has yet been found indicat-
ing that milk was sold to customers.

According to a statement made
in the assembly by the minister,
between April and June 2025, FDA
inspections uncovered 43 cases of
irregularities related to online deliv-
ery services across Maharashtra. The
FDA has issued notices in these cases
and sent an additional 32 food sam-
ples to laboratories for further test-

ing. Officials said that action will be
taken under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, once laboratory
reports are finalised.

“We have suspended five licences
of storage houses of some prominent
food delivery apps, including Zepto.
These storage houses are located in
Borivali, Malad, Dharavi, and a few
other places. Multiple complaints
were made to us, and we are moni-
toring the storage conditions of
these online food delivery apps,”
said Rajesh Narvekar, Commissioner
of FDA, Maharashtra.

On June 18, a Zepto customer,
Nikhil Mishra, raised a complaint
through the company’s in-app sup-
port chat, reporting that a USB cable
(Aroma C21 - 2.4 Amp) had arrived
damaged, and multiple food items,
including chocolates and cookies
intended as a gift for his mother,
were discovered to be expired.

“If the expiry dates hadn't been
noticed, we would have consumed
the food items,” Mishra told the sup-
port executive.

He also warned that the matter
would be escalated to senior man-
agement through Twitter and an
official email.
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Proposals for the
remaining 2 junctions
axed by civic body

| Sushant More
@timesofindia.com

ThE BMC plans to approve access

control roads at two of the ini-
tially planned four junctions on
EFastern and Western Express High-
ways. The proposals for the remain-
ing two junctions have been axed.
New flyovers and underpasses are
set to spring up at Sudhir Phadke
Road in Borivali and the BKC
Connector (southbound), providing
much-needed relief to drivers battling
peak hour traffic
snarls. Originally,
four junctions were
eyed for these
enhancements,
including Milan
Subway, Maruti
Mandir Road at Vile Parle, Sudhir
Phadke Road in Borivali, and the BKC

BMC to OK access
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The access-controlled roads will connect the Sudhir Phadke Road flyover to the Western Express Highway, which will mean vehicles need not go
towards Dahisar (left) to reach Mumbai; a U-turn flyover is in the works to link the BKC Connector (right) with the Eastern Express Highway

Connector. However, the municipal
corporation has
scrapped the access
control road projects
at Milan Subway and
Vile Parle Maruti
Mandir Road.

An official said
that with two existing bridges con-
necting Andheri to Mumbai Airport’s

Terminal One and Terminal Two to
Bandra, there’s no need for additional
infrastructure at Vile Parle. Efforts to
reduce tratfic at Captain Vinayak
Gore Bridge and Vile Parle East will
instead focus on Sudhir Phadke Road
and the BKC Connector. Plans for a
flyover on SV Road near Milan
Subway are already underway, leaving
no space for further developments.

Drivers navigating the Sudhir Phadke
Road flyover currently struggle with-
out direct access to the WEH. Vehicles
are forced to reverse direction towards
Dahisar and turn under the Ovaripada
bridge to reach Mumbai, causing sig-
nificant congestion at the National
Park and Ovaripada Metro junction.
The new access control road will fea-
ture an underground passage and

widened roads to streamline traffic
flow and alleviate these bottlenecks.
At the BKC Connector, a U-turn flyo-
ver is in the works to link the
Chunabhatti BKC Connector with the
Eastern Express Highway. This bridge
will facilitate smoother travel towards
South Mumbai, with primary work
already progressing on the U-turn
flyover.

Exposed: The rot at the heart of
shatabdi Hospital management

lllegal hiring practices, forged workload data, employment of unqualified technicians in life-critical roles

| Swapnil R. Mishra
swapnil.mishra@timesofindia.com

major recruitment and reg-
ulatory scandal has erupted
at Kandivali's Bharat Ratna
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
Municipal General Hospital
— popularly known as Shatabdi Hos-
pital — exposing illegal hiring, forged
workload data, and the continued
employment of unqualitied techni-
cians in life-critical roles.

The official documents accessed by
Mumbai Mirror reveal a workload sub-
mission of 112.24%, well beyond the
maximum permissible 100% limit used
in BMC calculations for staffing justifi-
cation. Experts say such figures are
mathematically impossible and point
to intentional data manipulation.

“A hospital can never exceed
100% workload under BMC norms.
These numbers have likely been
inflated to justity unauthorised
recruitment,” said one of the hospital
statf on the condition of anonymity.
He further alleged that the workload
metric — a key input for staff alloca-
tion and budget requests — appears
to have been exploited. The hospital
authorities, including the hospital
chief, submitted exaggerated data to
the civic body to greenlight unsanc-
tioned hiring across departments,
staffers alleged.

An audit of internal records
revealed that the hospital appointed
staff beyond sanctioned posts across
multiple designations. “No financial
provision exists for excess appoint-
ments. If these employees are getting
paid, it raises serious questions about
fund diversion or ghost budgeting.
Only higher BMC authorities can
sanction additional posts,” said a sen-
ior hospital official, requesting ano-

A
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Hospital authorities have submitted exaggerated data to BMC to greenlight unsanctioned hiring, sources say

nymity.

Moreover, the hospital employed
ECG, laboratory, and X-ray techni-
cians who are not registered with the
Maharashtra Paramedical Council —
a direct breach of the Maharashtra
Paramedical Council Act, 2011.
“Section 31 of the Act explicitly states
that no person shall practice as a
paramedic unless registered with the
council. Violators are subject to
imprisonment of 3-10 years and fines
between Rs 5,000 and Rs 25,000. The
offence is cognisable and non-baila-
ble,” said a senior civic official.

Such unqualified personnel han-
dling diagnostics could lead to misdi-
agnoses, incorrect treatments or fatal
errors — putting thousands of

patients at risk. “Unqualified staft are
playing with people’s lives.
Manipulated data allows the misuse
of public funds. This is not just negli-
gence — it's criminal,” said health
rights activist Abhijeet More, con-
venor, Jan Arogya Abhiyaan.

Repeated calls and messages to
Medical Superintendent Dr Ajay
Gupta and Chieft Medical
Superintendent Dr Chandrakant
Pawar went unanswered.

However, this is not the first
instance of malpractice at Shatabdi
Hospital. In 2008, two blood bank
technicians — Shraddha Darekar and
Ruchira Wagh — were appointed
without meeting qualification norms.
The Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) subsequently revoked their
approvals, but both continued work-
ing at the hospital as of mid-2025.

“Complaints were filed repeatedly.
No action was taken, and both indi-
viduals remain embedded in the sys-
tem. It's as if the rules don't apply
here,” said a former employee.
Hospital insiders allege that the hos-
pital chief was directly involved in
manipulating the workload figures. A
senior BMC official confirmed the
system’s weak oversight. “Hospitals
self-report their data. There’s no regu-
lar audit due to the scale of opera-
tions. If figures are falsified at the
local level, it's difficult to detect with-
out whistleblower input or media
scrutiny,” the official said.

POST SANCTIONED APPOINTED

Clerk 9 10
Lab

Technician B 15
OT Assistant

(PTRA) L L
Pharmacist 6 T
Ward

Assistant RA)| 2 10
Staff Nurse g9 10

VIOLATIONS

e Excess recruitment beyond
sanctioned posts — violat-
ing BMC’s HR policy

e Submission of falsified
workload data — adminis-
trative malpractice

¢ Employment of unlicensed
paramedics — criminal
breach of the Paramedical
Council Act

KEY DEMANDS

e Immediate audit of all
recruitment, payroll,
and workload records at
Shatabdi Hospital

e Suspension of the hospital
chief pending inquiry

@ FIRs against officials under
the Maharashtra Paramedi-
cal Council Act

® Licence verification drive
across all BMC hospitals
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He served in sensitive military zones across
Pakistan, including Sindh, Balochistan,
Bahawalpur, and the Siachen-Balotra sector.

In perhaps the most damning part of his dis-
closure, Rana said David Coleman Headley—his
longtime associate and co-conspirator—under-
went multiple stages of training with the terror
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba between 2003 and 2004.
Headley himself reportedly told Rana that
Lashkar was less about ideology and more about
espionage, describing them as functioning pri-
marily as a “spy network” rather than devout
followers.

These revelations, made during his interroga-
tion after his extradition from the US in April,
point not only to Rana’s deep ties with Pakistan’s
military and intelligence networks but also to
the operational overlap between Pakistan-
backed terror groups and military assets.

The 26/11 attacks claimed 166 lives. Despite
numerous arrests, 49 accused remain at large,
reportedly sheltering in Pakistan.

Rana was extradited to India after a pro-
longed legal battle in US courts. He was handed
over to Indian authorities on April 10, when the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) arrested
him upon his arrival in Delhi. The main case
related to the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, however,
remains with the Mumbai Crime Branch. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis has expressed con-
fidence that Rana will soon be brought to
Mumbai to face trial. The Crime Branch is
expected to seek Rana's custody soon.

“We are in the process of initiating a request
for his custody from the NIA. Discussions are
ongoing, and there are differing opinions that
need to be considered,” a senior officer of the
home ministry has told Mumbai Mirror.

Rana said he completed his primary educa-
tion at Rainiaz High School in Chichawatni.
From 1974 to 1979, he studied at Cadet College
Hasan Abdal in Punjab, Pakistan, where Headley
was his classmate.

Rana said he learned Headley’s mother was
an American and that his father a Pakistani.
During their time at the military college,
Headley spoke Urdu with a Punjabi accent and

later went on to learn several other languages,
including English, Hindi, Arabic, and Pashto.
Rana further revealed that due to harassment by
his stepmother, Headley left his home in
Pakistan and moved to the US to live with his
biological mother, Serril Headley.

In his statement to the Crime Branch, Rana
made additional revelations about
Headley. He said that between 2003 and

SITUATION
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2004, Headley attended three training
courses with Lashkar-e-Taiba. While he
could not recall the names of all the
courses, he mentioned that some were
called Aam and Khas.

Asked whose the idea it was to open
the First Immigration Centre in
Mumbai, Rana said it was entirely his
idea, not of Headley's. He specifically
stated that his Mumbai branch was
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managed by Mahrukh Bharucha, and
not by Headley.

Regarding money transfers to
Headley, Rana said the funds were sent
as part of business expenses. Rana also
admitted the office’s location in
Mumbai posed challenges in securing
clients.

Circling back to his earlier Army
career, Rana said he suffered from pul-
monary oedema during an assignment
at Siachen, which caused him to remain
absent from duty. As a result of this pro-
longed absence, he was dubbed a
deserter and discharged.

The Pak troika

Rana said in 1993, he moved to
Germany for further studies, betore
relocating to England. In July 1994, he
travelled to the US, where he passed the
Medical Licensing Examination in
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or entering into any commitment in
relation to any advertisement
published in this publication. The
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1997. Between 1997 and 2000, he
obtained Canadian citizenship and
began living in Ottawa. In 2000, Rana
received an American Investor Visa and
moved to the US, where he established
a meat processing plant in Kings,
[llinois. Around the same time, he also
started a real estate business in Chicago
and operated a grocery store.
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Tahawwur Rana is in NIA custody after being extradited from the US on April 10. Mumba
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police will soon take his custody to investigate his role in helping David Headley (left)

Rana also admitted to knowing Abdul
Rehman Pasha, Sajid Mir, and Major Igbal, all of
whom are from Pakistan and are said to have
played a key role in 26/11. In reference to
Rajaram Rege, a Mumbai man who claimed to
be a political fixer, Tahawwur Rana said that
Rege had demanded a bribe, though he did not
clarity the nature of the work involved. Rege was
known to have been in contact with David
Headley, who allegedly sought his assistance in
conducting a recce of the Shiv Sena office in
Mumbai. Rege was recently arrested by Kolkata
Police for allegedly surveying the office of TMC
leader Abhishek Banerjee. He had earlier turned
approver in the 26/11 case. During Headley's

RANA'S ROLE IN 26/11 AS PER
THE 2023 GHARGE SHEET

A 405-page supplementary chargesheet
filed by the Mumbai Crime Branch in 2023
outlines Rana’s significant role as a co-
conspirator during his stay in India from
November 11 to November 21, 2008.
Records confirm that Rana was in Mum-
bai on November 20 and 21, staying at a
hotel in Powali, and left India via Dubai a
few days before the attacks, traveling
onward to Beijing.

The investigation included testimony
from 14 crucial witnesses. A senior Mum-
bai Crime Branch officer said substantial
evidence links Rana closely with Headley.
Rana is accused of coordinating the
terror strike with Pakistan’s ISl and pro-
viding critical support to LeT operatives
involved in executing the attack.

During his stay, Rana was found to have
discussed crowded locations in Mum-
bai with hotel staff—places that later
became targets, including the iconic
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus.

deposition in the Mumbai court, it was revealed
that Headley had planned to use Rege in a terror
plot and had passed along his details to both
Major Igbal and Rana.

According to sources, when questioned
about forwarding emails to Pakistan’s Major
Igbal, Tahawwur Rana did not provide a clear
reason and appeared evasive in his response.

Asked about the false information in
Headley’s visa application to the Indian Embassy
in the US, Tahawwur Rana blamed the embassy,
claiming they failed to properly scrutinise the
documents. However, according to the US
Department of Justice, Rana allegedly agreed to
open a Mumbai branch of his immigration busi-
ness and appointed Headley as the office man-
ager, despite Headley having no prior immigra-
tion experience.

On two separate occasions, Rana is said to
have assisted Headley in preparing and submit-
ting visa applications to Indian authorities that
contained information Rana knew was false.
Additionally, Rana allegedly provided documen-
tation—through his unsuspecting business part-
ner—in support of Headley's attempt to secure
formal approval from Indian authorities to
establish the Mumbai branch.

Over a period of more than two years,
Headley reportedly met repeatedly with Rana in
Chicago, during which he described his surveil-
lance activities conducted on behalt of LeT and
their potential plans to attack Mumbai.

Rana, however, denied any knowledge of the
landing sites for the Mumbai attacks, saying
Headley did not share such information with
him.

Rana admitted to knowing Bashir Shaikh,
who allegedly went to receive Headley at
Mumbai airport. Shaikh is believed to be a resi-
dent of Santa Cruz, Mumbai, but the agencies
have no current information on his wherea-
bouts. It is suspected that he may be in Canada.
Shaikh’s exact role and affiliations remain a
mystery to security agencies.




